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much of the time in the society of Walter Savage
Landor and that"dear, brilliant, ingenious creature,"
Mrs. Gaskell. It was in a garden at Fiesole, he told
me, that he wrote " Itylus," with the whole air
vociferous with nightingales around him.

In the summer of 1875 I brought him a very
laudatory review of his writings which had just
appeared in Copenhagen, and urged him to gratify
the Danish critic by sending him a few written words
of acknowledgment This he was very well pleased
to do, but he paused, with lifted pen, and looking
up sideways with that curious roguish smile which
was one of his charms, he asked, " But what in the
name of all the gods and little fishes of Scandinavia
am I to say ? I know ! I must borrow some of the
divine daring which enables our Master to respond
so frankly to tributes of which he cannot read a
word ! I will write to your Danish friend exactly as
Victor Hugo replies to such tributes of English verse
and prose!"

The first letter, he told me, which he received
from Victor Hugo, of whom he always spoke in
terms of idolatrous reverence, was dated in the early
part of 1862, in acknowledgment of some unsigned
articles on " Les Mis6rables." In replying, with the
greatest effusion, Swinburne asked leave to lay the
dedication of" Chastelard " at Hugo's feet. Although
the English poet always spoke of the French poet as
a daughter might speak of her mother, with tender
adoration, they did not meet until November 1882,
when Swinburne went over to Paris on purpose to